
 
 

 

The following companies have providing funding towards this independent course and have had no 
editorial input or control over the program, content development or choice of expert speakers: 

 

Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare Disease 

Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare Disease, is focused on serving patients and families affected by rare diseases and devastating 

conditions through the discovery, development and delivery of life-changing medicines. A pioneering leader in rare 

disease for more than three decades, Alexion was the first to translate the complex biology of the complement system 

into transformative medicines, and today it continues to build a diversified pipeline across disease areas with significant 

unmet need, using an array of innovative modalities. As part of AstraZeneca, Alexion is continually expanding its global 

geographic footprint to serve more rare disease patients around the world. It is headquartered in Boston, US. 

 

Novartis 

Novartis is an innovative medicines company. Every day, we work to reimagine medicine to improve and extend people’s 

lives so that patients, healthcare professionals and societies are empowered in the face of serious disease. Our medicines 

reach nearly 300 million people worldwide. Reimagine medicine with us: Visit us at https://www.novartis.com and 

connect with us on LinkedIn, Facebook, X/Twitter and Instagram. 

 

Otsuka  

Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. and Otsuka Pharmaceutical Development & Commercialization, Inc. are the US-

based indirect subsidiaries of the global healthcare company Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd with the corporate 

philosophy: “Otsuka–people creating new products for better health worldwide.” Otsuka’s US companies share a deep 

commitment to the development and commercialization of innovative products in the spaces of neuroscience, 

nephrology, and immunology. At Otsuka, our dedication to patients inspires us to push the boundaries of science to meet 

the needs of those with complex and immune-mediated kidney diseases. Our persistent pursuit of therapeutic 

breakthroughs will forever be on their behalf. 

 

Vera Therapeutics 

Vera Therapeutics is a late clinical-stage biotechnology company focused on developing treatments for serious 

immunological diseases. Vera’s mission is to advance treatments that target the source of immunological diseases in 

order to change the standard of care for patients. Vera’s lead product candidate is atacicept, a fusion protein self-

administered as a subcutaneous injection once weekly that blocks both BAFF and APRIL, which stimulate B cells to 

produce autoantibodies contributing to certain autoimmune diseases, including IgAN and lupus nephritis. In addition, 

Vera is evaluating additional diseases where the reduction of autoantibodies by atacicept may prove medically useful. 

Vera also holds an exclusive license agreement with Stanford University for a novel, next generation fusion protein 

targeting BAFF and APRIL, known as VT-109, with wide therapeutic potential across the spectrum of B cell mediated 

diseases. Vera is also developing MAU868, a monoclonal antibody designed to neutralize infection with BK virus (BKV), a 

polyomavirus that can have devastating consequences in certain settings such as kidney transplant. Vera retains all global 

developmental and commercial rights to atacicept and MAU868. For more information, please visit www.veratx.com 

 

Vertex 

Vertex, a global biotechnology company, invests in scientific innovation to create transformative medicines for people 

with serious diseases. It has approved medicines that treat the underlying causes of cystic fibrosis, sickle cell disease, 

transfusion-dependent beta thalassemia and acute pain and continues to advance its research in these areas. Vertex has 

a broad and deep clinical pipeline across a range of modalities for serious kidney diseases, including APOL1-mediated 

kidney disease, IgA nephropathy, primary membranous nephropathy and autosomal dominant polycystic kidney disease. 
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