Subject: Request for [country] to support the draft decision on kidney health at the 78th WHA
Dear [Name]
 
We represent [name of your organization] and are reaching out to you in your capacity as a representative of [your country’s] Ministry of Health.

We are asking for your support and are respectfully encouraging [country] to vote in favor of the WHO Kidney Health Resolution (Reducing the burden of noncommunicable diseases through promotion of kidney health and strengthening prevention and control of kidney disease) at the 78th World Health Assembly from 19-27 May 2025. 

Kidney disease affects nearly one billion people worldwide and imposes rapidly increasing burden—particularly on disadvantaged and marginalized populations. Without immediate action, kidney disease will be the fifth leading cause of death globally by 2050. The high costs of providing care for people with kidney failure will threaten the sustainability of health systems around the world. [You may want to add your country’s specific challenges, i.e. access to kidney care for vulnerable population] 

We are delighted that the WHO Executive Board has recommended that the 78th WHA approve the draft decision on kidney health. If approved, this will strengthen the capacity of [country] and other member states to respond to the threat posed by kidney disease and kidney failure. 
  
The draft decision focuses on four key areas and aligns closely with current WHO initiatives for NCD prevention and control, as well as [country] ’s ongoing efforts in this area: 
· Promote Global Awareness and Education on Kidney Disease: Increase public and professional awareness of kidney disease risk factors and preventive actions through campaigns and policy initiatives.
· Enhance Prevention and Early Detection: Advocate for the integration of kidney disease case-finding within primary care services, targeting high-risk populations.
· Support Access to Affordable and Quality Treatment: Ensure access to essential diagnostic and medications, progressively expand access to affordable kidney replacement therapy, and kidney care, particularly in resource-limited settings.
· Strengthen Health Systems for Kidney Disease Management: Build capacity in LMICs to provide people-centered, high-quality care across the continuum of kidney care.

Your support will be instrumental in advancing global kidney health and ensuring better outcomes for those at risk or living with kidney disease. We know that these are uncertain times and that there are concerns about WHO’s financial situation. However, the cost of implementing the draft decision is modest, whereas the financial and personal costs of continued inaction are extremely high. 

We firmly believe that this is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to strengthen health systems worldwide and improve the health of countless individuals, while supporting [country’s] ongoing leadership in chronic disease prevention and control.

To provide further context, we have enclosed:
1. A one-pager summarizing the resolution’s key messages and its global impact.
2. An open letter signed by key kidney and global health advocates, reflecting our collective commitment to prioritizing kidney health and urging Member States to support this resolution.

We are counting on your support! Please help us secure a brighter future for nearly one billion people by voting in favor of the draft decision.

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you would like more details, we would be more than happy to have a discussion when it is convenient for you.
 
Kind regards, 
